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Review Sheet on Dinei Suffeik Berachos in Birchos Hanehenin (Siman 209)

Suffeik Whether You Made a Beracho

Shulchan Aruch (209:3): We say suffeik berachos lehakeil by all derabanan berachos (All before berachos and after berachos except Birkas Hamazon when you ate k’dei s’viah)

Mishnah Brurah (209:10): We are chosheish for the Rashba by the beracho achronah on a kdei s’viah of shivas haminim.

Shar Hatzion (215:21): Unlike other examples of suffeik derabanan lekulah by derabanan Birchos Hanehenin it is assur to make a beracho because of the severity of mentioning Hashem’s name unnecessarily. 

Aruch Hashulchan (202:2): There is a midas chassidus to find a way of getting around the suffeik (for example hearing the beracho from someone, or walking outside the house and then coming back in and eating more)

Shulchan Aruch (186:1-2): It is a suffeik whether a woman’s chiuv to bench is d’orysa or derabanan (Not like the Rishonim who hold that woman are chaiv m’dorysa). The nafkah minas are whether a woman can be motzi a man in benching, and also a case where she is in doubt whether she benched. A katan is chaiv mederabanan to bench even if he ate less than k’dei s’viahand can only be motzi an adult male who ate less than k’dei s’viah

Mishnah Brurah (186:1-3): Lehalacha a woman can only be motzi a man when he ate less than k’dei s’viah. If she is in doubt whether she benched the achronim argue and therefore lemaseh she has reshus.

Piskei Teshuvos (186): A parent should teach his boys (under bar mitzvah) to bench in a case of suffeik (if they ate k’dei s’viah)

Lemaseh

If you don’t know whether you said a beracho achronah:

If you ate k’dei s’viah of lechem or pas habah bekisnin you have to say Birkas Hamazon

If you ate k’dei s’viah of shivas haminim Shulchan Aruch – no beracho achronah, Mishnah Brurah eat another kazayis of this (lechatchilah) or another shivas haminim with a new beracho rishonah (Mishnah Brurah 184:15) and then pattur the suffeik beracho achronah

If you ate less than k’dei seviah of lechem, pas habah bekisnin, shivas haminim, you don’t make a beracho achronah.

By any other food regardless of what amount you ate you don’t make a beracho achronah

A woman who doesn’t know whether she benched has reshus to bench

A young boy should be taught to bench misuffeik if he ate k’dei s’viah of lechem or pas habah bekisnin

If you don’t know whether you made a beracho rishonah:

Regardless of what food you are eating it is permissible to continue eating it without a beracho. Furthermore it is assur to make a beracho!

Kavanah During Berachos and Fixing a Beracho Toch K’dei Dibbur

Gemara: Even if you had kavanah for the wrong beracho during the ikar beracho but said the right chasimah you are yotzei if the beracho you had kavanah for at first would have worked bidieved on this food (for example you were holding a glass of wine thinking it was beer and realized just in time to say Borei Pri Hagafen – since Shehakol would have worked on wine bidieved) In the opposite case the Gemara has a suffeik! (The Rishonim argue about how to understand the Gemara’s suffeik

Rambam: Kavanah during the ikar beracho is all that matters even if you say the wrong words and don’t fix it.

Tosafos: He adds on the principle of the Rambam that if you had kavanah for the appropriate beracho during the ikar beracho but accidentally said the wrong words in the chasimah you can fix it Toch K’dei Dibbur and the result is the equivalent of a lechatchilah beracho 

Rashi: Kavanah for a different beracho during the ikar beracho and finishing with the words of the appropriate beracho is a suffeik beracho and you are yotzei bidieved.

Rif: If you have kavanah for the wrong beracho and finish with that beracho as well but then fix it Toch K’dei Dibbur you are yotzei bidieved.

Shulchan Aruch (209:1-2): He poskins like the Rambam but says to be chosheish for Rashi. Therefore a sefardi who had the wrong kavnah but said the right beracho is not yotzei but shouldn’t say the beracho again aloud but rather he should just think the beracho again in his mind (to be chosheish for Rashi. He is also chosheish for the Rif.

Mishnah Brurah (209:1): He holds that the halacha is like the Rashi. Therefore you are yotzei bidieved even if you had the wrong kavanah as long as you said the right beracho. 

Chayeh Adam: Even an Askenazi should be chosheish lechatchilah for the Rambam. Therefore lechatchilah you must make sure to have the right beracho in mind during the ikar beracho. Furthermore if you had the wrong kavanah and then realized before finishing the beracho you should try to finish with the beracho you were thinking if you can (for example a food with that beracho is also on the table).

Biur Halacha: The Tikun of Toch K’dei Dibbur when you had the right kavanah during the ikar beracho works even for a d’orysa. The tikun of Toch K’dei Dibbur when you had the wrong kavanh during the ikar beracho only works for derabanan’s.

Mishnah Brurah (209:6): Havdalah follows the same rules as Siman 209 because in both cases you are holding the item in your hand. By Birchos Hashachar the poskim argue whether it is comparable to Siman 209.

Lemaseh


Birchos Hanehenin:


When you had kavanah for the wrong beracho but finished with the right beracho:

If the beracho you had kavanah for would have been good bidieved (like Shehakol on wine) then according to all Rishonim (even the Rambam) you are yotzei bidieved.

If the beracho you had kavanah for would not have been good bidieved (like Borei Pri Hagafen on beer 

Sefardim: Should think the beracho again (to be chosheish for the Rambam and Rashi)

Ashkenazim: You are yotzei bidieved. Lechatchilah you have to be very careful to have kavanah for the right beracho during the ikar beracho and if you catch yourself in time it is better to finish the beracho according to your kavanah (if you have those foods on the table).

When you had kavanah for the right beracho but you accidentally finished with the wrong beracho:



When you didn’t fix the chasimah Toch K’dei Dibbur:




Sefardim: You are yotzei bidieved but you should think the beracho again.




Ashkenazim: You are not yotzei and you need to make another beracho



When you did fix the chasimah Toch K’dei Dibbur:

This beracho has a status of “lechatchilah” and you are yotzei even if it happened during Birkas Hamazon (d’orysa).

When you had kavanah for the wrong beracho and said the wrong beracho but fixed the chasimah Toch K’dei Dibbur:

By all berachos except Birkas Hamazaon (d’orysa) you are yotzei bidieved. (Even in a case of Birkas Hamazon you are yotzei bidieved if the beracho you accidentally started saying was “Al Hamichyoh”) 


Birchos Hashachar:

When you had kavanah for a beracho further along and said that beracho but then fixed the chasimah Toch K’dei Dibbur:

According to all opinions you are yotzei the beracho further along and you should now say the beracho that you were originally supposed to say.

When you had kavanah for the right beracho but accidentally finished with a beracho further along the list: 

The Achronim argue whether you are yotzei the beracho you are on or the further along beracho. Therefore you should here both those berachos from someone else if possible.


Havdalah:

When you had kavanah for Esh and said Esh but you fixed the chasimah Toch K’dei Dibbur to Besamim.



According to all opinions you are yotzei Esh and you should now make Besamim.

When you had kavanah for Besamim but accidentally said Esh and fixed the chasimah Toch K’dei Dibbur to Besamim

Here the Mishnah Brurah says you are yotzei Besamim (since you were holding it in your hand) 

Other Examples of Suffeik Berachos

Mishnah Brurah (215:20): By a sfeik sfeikah lechiuv we say suffeik berachos lehakeil (for example maybe you ate a kazayis and even if you didn’t if it was a biryah maybe you are chaiv in a beracho achronah anyway)

Pri Megadim (171:4): When there is a machlokes achronim whether to make a beracho or not we always say suffeik berachos lehakeil even against the majority unless one of the opinions is a das yachid

Rebbe Akivah Eiger (Res. 66): Once Shulchan Aruch or the Rema poskin the fact that some Rishonim say not to make a beracho doesn’t create a suffeik berachos situation.

Taz (46:7): When there is a suffeik whether the minhag is to make a beracho the concept of suffeik berachos doesn’t apply and you can make the beracho even if the basis is a das yachid

Kaf Hachayim (202:23): When there is a machlokes haposkim what beracho to make on a certain food we follow the Rov or the minhag

Rivash (Siman 505)/ Rav Moshe Feinstein (Orach Chaim 2:110): When there is a machlokes haposkim in Birchos Hanehenin and you can bring satisfactory proof to one of the sides or it is clear that one of the sides is based on a very weak sevara then it is not called a suffeik berachos

